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The 14-county bi-state region includes: Anson, Cabarrus, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln,
Mecklenburg, Rowan, Stanly and Union Counties in North Careolina, and Chester, Lancaster,
Union and York Counties in South Carolina.
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This document ian action guide for the CONNECT Our Future

communities. It is intended to describe a process of community
engagement for use by municipal and county officials seeking tc
increase wealth and strengthen community development by buil

and supporting locaknd regional food systems. It is not intended
be a prescriptive, onsizefits-all, stepby-step plan. Instead, this

document lays out a process for building capacity to take succe:
action and suggests some areas where actions might be taken f
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educators, nomprofits and other organizations work together to grow jobs and the
economy, improve quality of life and control the cost of government. This project\
createa regional growth framework developed through extensive community
engagement and built on what communities identify as existing conditions, future
and needs, and potential strategies.

The work that provided the basis for this publication was supggbby funding under an awarc
with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The substance and finding
work are dedicated to the public. The author and publisher are solely responsible for the
accuracy of the statements and interpretatis contained in this publication. Such
interpretations do not necessarily reflect the views of the Government.

This document was prepared by Central®auncil of
Governments and Catawba Regional Council of
Governments in partnership with ASAP (Appalachian
Sustainable Agriculture ProjecQEFS (Center for
Environmental Farming SystemahdCFSA (Carolina
Farm Stewardship Association)
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